
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths” (Lk 3:4). John the Baptist cried 

out in the desert and proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Many heard 

and believed and had their lives changed for the better. After his own baptism at the hands of 

John, Jesus rose from the waters of the Jordan River. The Spirit descended upon Jesus like a 

dove and led him into the desert for forty days.  

After this intense period of fasting and prayer, Jesus returned home to begin his ministry. 

Jesus stood up in the synagogue in Nazareth and read a scroll from the Prophet Isaiah: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to 

let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord (Lk 4:18-19). 

Jesus called people to a new way of life … one of liberation through love, service, and sacrifice. 

“And all spoke highly of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth” 

(4:22).  

Throughout his ministry, many heard and believed and had their lives transformed for the 

better. Others rejected that message. And it happened first among the people of Nazareth. Jesus 

challenged them to accept a radically liberating new way of life, but he was not accepted in his 

native place. Filled with fury, the people in the synagogue drove him out of town. What we see 

here first in Nazareth will follow a larger pattern of rejection in Jerusalem when Jesus is unjustly 

condemned to death and crucified.  

The Word of God challenges all of us. We are called to preach the Gospel of life amidst a 

culture of death. A difficult message in a divisive society, but nevertheless the way of liberty to 

the captives and sight to the blind.  

Jesus is the way and the truth and the life (Jn 14:6). God does not call ready made saints. 

He calls sinners with imperfections and flaws and weakness. As we follow the path that Christ 

sets before us, we should not be surprised if people become furious with us. Saint Paul teaches, 

“I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and constraints, for the sake of 

Christ; for when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Cor 12:10). Accepting our own weakness, our 

eyes can then be opened to recognize and accept Jesus’ help. Failure often opens us to 

acceptance of his way of doing things for the greater glory of God. 

One of the final acts of the risen Lord before his Ascension was to appear to the disciples 

and open their minds to Sacred Scripture. Amid “their fear and bewilderment, he unveiled the 

meaning of the paschal mystery: that in accordance with the Father’s eternal plan he had to suffer 

and rise from the dead, in order to bring repentance and the forgiveness of sins” (Aperuit Illis 

#1).  

We gather each Sunday to hear the Word of God proclaimed. Imperfect but nevertheless 

called to proclaim the Good News, a priest tries to explain how the Word of God applies to our 

lives. The living Word of God “never tires of speaking to his Bride, that she may grow in love 

and faithful witness” (AI #2).  

In addition to our communal hearing of the Word of God, we must also take Jesus home 

with us, into our hearts and minds to ponder his message. We may not be able to take an intense 

spiritual journey into the desert for forty days, but little by little as we listen, Jesus helps us to 

learn, and see a path forward. Like Jesus, we are called to stand up in our hometown and 

proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind.  

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths” (Lk 3:4). Let us be heroic disciples 

proclaiming a message of repentance and forgiveness so that others may hear and believe and 

have their lives changed for the better. Let us proclaim “the Gospel in all its truth and power, in 

season and out of season, even when that teaching is inconvenient or when the Gospel’s truths 

run contrary to the directions of the wider society and culture” (Archbishop Jose Gomez). 


